The mitochondrial genome and mitochondrial muscle disorders.
Mitochondrial disorders represent a multitude of clinically heterogeneous diseases in which the genetic abnormality can involve either a mitochondrial or nuclear gene. In addition to inherited defects, somatic mitochondrial DNA mutations have been implicated in the pathogenesis of neurodegenerative disease, cancer and the ageing process. The recent emergence of the first mouse models of mitochondrial disease will provide valuable insights into disease mechanisms and aid the development of realistic therapeutic strategies.